Support System for a Digital Earth


Given an Interagency Working Group Charter and a workable Reference Model, forging a dynamic, captivating and effective, and reliable Digital Earth capability will depend on a solid support structure.  That support structure—in fact, support system—must have an organizational framework that reflects and sustains the interests and needs, and that merits the continued backing, of its stakeholders.  It must minister to the fiscal and administrative, scientific and technical, and development and demonstration requirements of a Digital Earth capability.


The intent of and rationale for a Digital Earth Capability involves the identification of a variety of geo‑referenced data and information; knowledge generation through understanding of that data and information; and ultimately the purposeful use of that knowledge (Figure 1 is included at http://digitalearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/.)


While we could address several organizational types to disclose workable options for satisfying the notions and requirements set forth here, we have been given guidance in the Vice President’s challenge.  That guidance clearly favors establishment and operation of the Digital Earth capability through the work of a Public-Private Partnership model.


Public-Private Partnership models considered by the Committee relate to method of inception as well as devolve from the attributes of the organization’s members

· Inception

· Mandated (by government action);

· Authorized (by government action); and

· Proposed (by either government or private action).

· Attributes of Support and Administration

· Public;

· Private-sector;

· Foundation; and

· P-P Partnership.

Examples of Successful Public-Private Partnerships:

· Information Management-Based Models
· Postal Tariff Agreement (Universal Postal Union).  The formation of one, single postal territory; and promotion of development of services and technical assistance to members.

· International Telecommunication Union.  An organization within which governments and the private sector coordinate global telecom networks and services.

· 
Other Models
· The President's Council on Sustainable Development (PCSD) http://www.whitehouse.gov/PCSD/Overview   The President's Council on Sustainable Development (PCSD) was established by President Clinton in June 1993 to advise him on sustainable development and develop "bold, new approaches to achieve our economic, environmental, and equity goals.  Formally established by Executive Order 12852, the PCSD is administered as a federal advisory committee under the Federal Advisory Committee Act.

· 
Global Environment & Technology Foundation (GETF) http://www.getf.org/ 



The Global Environment & Technology Foundation (GETF) is a not‑for‑profit corporation promoting the development and use of innovative technology to achieve sustainable development.  Their belief is that environmental technologies offer the fastest and most effective means to address urgent environmental needs.

· The Schools and Libraries Corporation (SLC) http://www.slcfund.org/  



The Schools and Libraries Corporation is an independent not‑for‑profit corporation established to administer universal service for Schools & Libraries; it supports educators and librarians who are investing in telecommunications networks and Internet access.

· Industrial Research Institute (IRI)   http://www.iriinc.org/.  The Industrial Research Institute (IRI) is a non‑profit organization of over 285 leading industrial companies.  These companies ‑‑ representing such industries as aerospace, automotive, chemical, computer, and electronics – carry out over 80 percent of the industrial research effort in the United States' manufacturing sector, employ some 500,000 scientists and engineers, and account for at least 30 percent of its gross national product.

· United States Space Foundation http://www.ussf.org/.  The goal of the United States Space Foundation is, “ To vigorously advance civil, commercial and national security space endeavors for a brighter future.  To passionately provide and support educational excellence through the excitement of space!

· 
Mission HOME   http://www.spaceconnection.org/mission/miss.html


Mission HOME (Harvesting Opportunity for Mother Earth), the official public outreach campaign of the U.S. space community, is a bold initiative to broaden awareness, understanding and support among the general public for the important role space plays in the lives of Americans.

· 
The Internet Society   http://info.isoc.org/isoc/  



The Internet Society is a professional membership society with more than 100 organizational and 6,000 individual members in over 100 countries.  It provides leadership in addressing issues that confront the future of the Internet, and is the organization home for the groups responsible for Internet infrastructure standards, including the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) and the Internet Architecture Board (IAB).

· 
[There are many other examples].

A question the DE should consider.  Should we have An Autonomous Digital Earth P-PP or A Confederation with Other P-PPs?

